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				Bad news: CNPA  paper rejects much Reporters advice.			
		
	
	
		
			
				Danny Alexander Quote "Climate change is the biggest long-term challenge that we face"			
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				Cairngorms’ Planners recommend destruction of ancient woodland at Nethy Bridge			
		
	
	
		
			
				School Wood letter in The Scotsman on 13 March 2020			
		
	


		

			
							About Us

						


	The objectives of the Badenoch and Strathspey Conservation Group are to stimulate public interest in, and care for, the beauty, history and character of Badenoch & Strathspey; to encourage active conservation of the area through wise use; to encourage high standards of planning and architecture in harmony with the environment.

Registered as a Scottish Charity SC003846.


		

			
							Cairngorms NP IUCN Category

						


	IUCN Protected Area Management Categories classify protected areas according to their management objectives. The Cairngorms National Park was designated in 2003 the IUCN Protected Areas Category: 5 - Protected landscape (sustainable development area).


		

	

            
                            	            	
            	
	





			
			

			
					 Global Warming event Thursday 7th December 2023
				

		



					
				Details			
	
					 																				Written by Administrator									
	
						 																			Category: Debates						
				
	
					 Published: 29 November 2023				



	

	

		

	 Dr Dermot Williamson talk and lead a discussion about Global Warming on Thursday, 7 December, 7 – 9 pm in St Bride’s Church, Newtonmore. 
 


[image: ]

 

Dr. Dermot Williamson will explain why the world is warming, and why that is existentially important. He will lead a discussion on what we can do to halt global warming.

 
The world since the Industrial Revolution has been warming rapidly, ending the climate stability that allowed us to develop agriculture, build societies and create civilisation.

 
Global warming continues as long as we keep increasing greenhouse gases, such as carbon dioxide, in the atmosphere. If it does continue, many parts of the world may become uninhabitable. There would be mass extinctions of animal and plant species. This is an existential threat to many people and to much of nature.
 

This talk and discussion will show why the United Nations’ climate conference COP28 in Dubai is vitally important. COP28 will be a decision point between tackling the climate crisis, or alternatively locking us into a world deteriorating towards an unliveable future.
 




	
			

		

					
			

			
					 Talk: Predators & Conservation Management of Capercaillie
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lllustrated Talk: New Research on Predators and Conservation Management of Capercaillie in the Cairngorms by Jack Bamber Aberdeen University

Thursday 19th January at 7.30pm Nethy Bridge Community Centre

All welcome. Free admission



	
			

		

					
			

			
					 New parking spaces at Loch Morlich damage native trees
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Tessa Jones of the BSCG is interviewed by STV News over plans by the council to create car parking spaces along the side of Loch Morlich, beside Glenmore Forest Park in the CNP.

See The Ferret story for more information: Highland council accused of causing ‘potentially criminal’ damage to native forest



	
			

		

					
			

			
					 Cairngorms’ Planners recommend destruction of ancient woodland at Nethy Bridge
				

		



					
				Details			
	
					 																				Written by Roy Turnbull									
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	 Concern mounts for irreplaceable ancient Caledonian woodland in Nethybridge. The woodland has been controversially recommended for development by the Cairngorms National Park Authority planning staff. The planning application is to be decided by the CNPA Board on Friday 28 August 2020. This piece by Roy Turnbull of BSCG first appeared in Parkswatch Scotland:

[image: scotsman]

In the same week that Plantlife Scotland, with the support of the Cairngorms National Park Authority, launched this new scheme that hopes to “restore and protect some of the rare plants and fungi of our pinewoods, meadows and mountains” and, on the same day my letter appeared in the Scotsman, CNPA’s planners published their report (see here) into the application for 20 new houses in School Wood (see here for analysis on Parkswatch in April).

The Planners’ Report acknowledges that:

	“The CNPA Ecology Officer advises that the site comprises a semi-natural woodland habitat of high ecological value and the features present within the site indicate that the woodland is a rich and complex resource.”


[image: masonbee]
Rare pinewood mason bee Osmia uncinata emerging from a nest hole in a Scots pine snag on the threatened site. The removal of large pine trees including dead ones destroys potential nesting habitat of this Caledonian pinewood specialist. Photo credit Badenoch and Strathspey Conservation Group.

	“CNPA Landscape Officer considers that the proposal will result in a significant change to the landscape character of the site. This will be an adverse effect …”.
	“It is widely accepted that the loss of ancient woodland is considered irreplaceable and therefore compensation for loss of this resource is not possible.”


It is also, of course, the case that Scottish Planning Policy 2014 states:

	Ancient semi-natural woodland is an irreplaceable resource and […] should be protected from adverse impacts resulting from development.


And, the Cairngorms National Park Forest Strategy, 2018 states:

“The woodlands of the Cairngorms are of national and international importance because they contain the largest remaining areas of semi-natural woodland habitats in Britain!” and the Strategy undertakes to “Continue to protect ancient and semi-natural woodlands from further damage and fragmentation.”

[image: flycatcher]
Spotted flycatcher, on the red list (most endangered) of birds declining in the British Isles in School Wood, June 2020. Photos credit Badenoch and Strathspey Conservation Group.


So, surely the answer to the question posed in my Scotsman letter, “will the CNP now grant planning permission” for the 20 houses in School Wood should be a resounding “No”!

How could any national park worthy of the name even consider turning part of an ancient pinewood of high ecological value into a housing estate!

But the CNPA planners have resorted to a ruse that they first tried earlier this year for a nearby woodland (by Lettoch Road). CNPA planners argue that, if granted planning permission, the applicant would undertake to manage the remaining woodland better, so that (they claim) there would be an overall conservation gain that could not otherwise be achieved!

Whilst that claim is already extremely dubious in itself, it ignores two important points that are not considered at all in the Report.

Firstly, if planning consent is refused, the present landowner, Tulloch Homes, would have no further interest in the wood and would probably sell. No other property developer would be interested and thus the wood would likely end up with a new owner interested in sensitively managing the woodland. So, a much greater conservation gain would result.

Secondly, the CNPA planners’ ruse could reward any landowner who has allowed any damaging activity such as fly-tipping or serious overgrazing to occur. “Present us with a damaged/neglected/trashed bit of land”, say the CNPA planners, “and behold! we will grant your planning application if you promise to improve the bit left over from your building site!”

It is not difficult to see what the overall effect of such a misguided ruse would be, where landowners throughout the national park would know that neglecting and abusing their land would improve their chance of obtaining planning consent from the CNPA.

Fortunately, there is still hope. The CNPA Planning Committee will make the final decision on 28th August, and when this same ruse was suggested, at Lettoch Road, the Committee made the brave and very welcome decision to refuse planning consent. Moreover, when the applicant then appealed to Scottish Government Reporters, his appeal was dismissed.

So, if the Committee refuse consent in School Wood, it is likely that any appeal would also be unsuccessful, particularly as the new Local Development Plan, which would then be in force, is expected to have no allocation for housing in School Wood.

All members of the CNPA Board are on the Planning Committee so, if you live in the National Park, please let your directly elected local representatives and councillors who serve on the Board know your views. You can find their names (click on their names to email them) here.

And for readers who don’t know the wood to get an idea of what’s at stake, here are a few more of the plants and animals that have been photographed there by the Badenoch and Strathspey Conservation Group………………

[image: pinewood]
The part of the wood due to be felled provides a home to all sorts of creatures – note hedgehog in foreground. Photo credit BSCG.

[image: twinflower]
Twinflower, just outside the area threatened by the housing development. This is one of the plants whose range the new Cairngorms plants project is trying to expand to expand……..but for this to happen, it needs somewhere to go. Photo credit BSCG.

[image: crestedtit]
Crested tit, Photo credit BSCG.

[image: melanostoma scalare]
Melanostoma scalare female syrphidae Female Melanostoma scalare visiting serrated wintergreen, another threatened plant who range needs to expand, in School Wood. Photo credit BSCG.

[image: red squirel]Photo credit BSCG.





	
			

		

					
			

			
					 School Wood letter in The Scotsman on 13 March 2020
				

		



					
				Details			
	
					 																				Written by Gus Jones									
	
						 																			Category: Debates						
				
	
					 Published: 17 March 2020				
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Situated beside the forest village of Nethy Bridge, School Wood is an outstanding ancient woodland supporting exceptional biodiversity. Following a visit to the wood in 2002 the late Dr Adam Watson, ecologist and authority on the Cairngorms, recognised its high value. He commented in the press, “Nethy Bridge is exceptionally fortunate in having this incredible amenity and educational site beside the village. It would be tragic if this irreplaceable asset were damaged by .. housing development”.

With others, BSCG has been campaigning to save School Wood from development threats since 1993. So far no development has taken place. Appreciation of the value of the site has grown. Reflecting this, in their next Local Development Plan the National Park Authority has removed the area allocated for 15 houses in School Wood “due to significant natural heritage constraints”. BSCG has welcomed this. However the new Plan is not due to be formally adopted until later this year. Unfortunately, the present Plan still includes a housing allocation.

The above letter by Roy Turnbull emphasises that it is now more unacceptable than ever to propose this precious ancient woodland as a building site.

This letter was published in The Scotsman on 13 March 2020.


[image: Dr Adam Watson in 2002 in School Wood Nethybridge]Adam Watson in School Wood in 2002.
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							BSCG Twitter

						


	Tweets by @bscgscotland


		

			
							The Cairngorms Need Your Help

						


	[image: BSCG 40 years logo 160x160]

In 2015 The Badenoch & Strathspey Conservation Group celebrated 40 years of speaking up for nature in the Cairngorms. Our efforts have helped ensure that this world class landscape still provides a refuge for Scotland’s rarest and most iconic wildlife, like Scottish wildcat, capercaillie, red squirrel and freshwater pearl mussel. Unfortunately both the outstanding scenery and wildlife that make the Cairngorms so special are increasingly threatened and are costly to defend.  Please make a donation to our work today and help protect these treasured landscapes and their wildlife.
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							BSCG Flickr

						


	See our An Camas Mòr photos on our Flickr.
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